Dick chose medicine as a career because he was profoundly influenced by his father and by his maternal grandfather who Dick deeply admired. His father had been responsible for instructing members of the Medical Corps in basic human biology in battlefield care during the Second World War. His grandfather's opinion as a venerable and wise judge indicated that a medical career led to a better opportunity than any other profession to help people.
During undergraduate and medical school, Dick served as an associate director of a YMCA Day Camp where he taught swimming to children. It was during this period of time that he developed a love of teaching, working with children, and assisting young people to improve their own lives. While in medical school, he met his wife, Mary Anne, and they were married before his senior year. Mary Anne taught kindergarten and later received a Ph.D. in Foundations of Education from the University of Colorado in 1979.
Upon completing medical school, Dick finished 2 y of pediatric residency at Vanderbilt and then completed a senior residency in pediatrics in 1964 at the Children's Hospital in Boston. In Figure 1E , Dick is featured as a senior resident on the Pediatric Oncology floor at Children's Hospital.
For 2 y, 1964 -1966, Dick practiced general pediatrics at the U.S. Army Hospital, Bad Canstatt, Germany. While in the Army, Dick recognized that he loved teaching and being part of an environment to pursue new scientific knowledge. Not surprisingly, he returned to Vanderbilt to prepare for a career in academic pediatrics. For a year beginning in 1966, he worked in the laboratory of Victor Najjar where he pursued isolating and characterizing the properties of an antimicrobial peptide derived from leukocytes. He then returned to Boston's Children's Hospital where he was appointed a fellow in Immunology in the laboratory of Fred Rosen from 1967 to 1970. During his fellowship, he began to carry out his important studies in host defense.
During these formative years, his son, Richard III, was born in 1962 while Dick was in medical school. Claiborne was born in 1964 during Dick's sojourn in the military, and in 1969, Kristin was born during his fellowship. Currently, Richard III is an orthopedist sport's medicine specialist practicing in Atlanta. His son Claiborne is a professor of neurology at UCSF and Kristin Rusk is a Ph.D. child psychologist in Boulder, CO. As you can see, all three children were influenced profoundly by Dick and entered health-related fields.
At 35 y of age, Dick obtained his first job as an assistant professor of pediatrics and microbiology at the University of Alabama-Birmingham where he rose to the position of associate professor (Table 2 ). After 6 y at Alabama, Dick moved to the Rockefeller University to expand his research in the study of macrophages under the guidance of Dr. Zanvil Cohn, one of the founding fathers of contemporary macrophage biology.
In Figure 1F , the bridge that Dick help build was dedicated in 1991 to honor him. Dr. Johnston has over 274 publications based on his research interests in host defense, the cell biology of phagocytes, and immunodeficiencies in childhood. His research includes the role of complement deficiency leading to susceptibility to pneumococcal infection in sickle cell disease; the first evidence of hydroxyl radical generation in a mammalian system; the first demonstration that phagocytes can release toxic oxidants at inflammatory sites; and the nature of complement and phagocyte deficiencies in immunodeficient patients. Now Dr. Richard B. Johnston joins an illustrious group of Vanderbilt faculty and alumni, who have received this singular honor of the APS. These include Amos Christie and Millie Stahlman. Dick, with much aloha, we welcome you to the podium to receive the respect, gratitude, and affection of your colleagues.
